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INTRODUCTION. 


Careful peruſal of Mr. Bentham's Hiſtory of the Church of Ely, and Mr. Murphy's In- 
A troduction to the Gothic Architecture of the Church and Royal Monaſtery of Batalha, 
in Portugal, (now publiſhing in Numbers) will enable any perſon to obtain a competent Know- 
ledge of the Principles of Gothic Architecture. The arrangement of Mr. Murphy's work is 
molt excellent, and it would be a noble Undertaking if the ſame method was followed in giving 
the Plans, Elevations, Sections, &c. of the Cathedral Church of York. Of Gothic Architec- 
ture, Sir William Chambers ſpeaks in terms of the higheſt reſpect. 


« To thoſe uſually called Gothic Architects we are indebted for the firſt conſiderable Im- 
«© provements in conſtruction ; there is a lightneſs in their works, an art and boldneſs of execu- 
« tion, to which the antients never arrived, and which the moderns comprehend and imitate 
« with difficulty. England contains many magnificent examples of this Species of Architecture, 
„ equally admirable for the art with which they are built, the taſte and ingenuity with which 
« they are compoſed. One cannot refrain from wiſhing that the Gothic Structures were more 
© conlidered, were better underſtood, and in higher eſtimation than they hitherto ſeem to have 
« been. Would our Dilettanti, inſtead of importing the gleanings of Greece, or our Antiqua— 
«« ries, inſtead of publiſhing looſe incoherent prints, encourage perſons duly qualified to under- 
e take a correct elegant publication of our Cathedrals, and other Buildings called Gothic, before 
they totally fall to ruin, it would be of real Service to the Arts of Deſign ; preſerve the re- 
« membrance of an extraordinary Style of Building, now ſinking faſt into Oblivion; and at the 
« ſame time publiſh to the World the riches of Britain in the Splendor of her Antient Structures.” 


Treatiſe on the Decorative Parts of Civil Architefure, p. 22. 


With a View to encourage and bring forward an Undertaking ſo warmly recommended, I 
have been induced to exhibit this Selection of Gothic Ornaments, flattering myſelf that they will 
be found beautiful in the Deſign, and maſterly in the Sculpture. And as they are ſelected from 
various parts of the Building, it will be neceſſary to remark, that, like the Church itſelf, they 
muſt have been executed at different times. Mr. Drake, in his Eboracum, puts the following 
dates to the different parts of the Church. 


1227. Archbiſhop Walter Grey built the South Aile. 
1268. John le Romaine built the North Aile 


1291. His Son, John le Romaine, Archbiſhop, laid the foundation of the Nave from the Weſt 
End Eaſtward. 0 


1320. William de Melton, Archbiſhop, carried on the Building and finiſhed the Weſt End 
with the Steeples, 


1361. John Thoreſby, Archbiſhop, laid the firſt Stone of the Choir. 


1370. Walter Skirlaw, Prebendary of Fenton, by a large Donation, cauſed the Old Steeple to 
be taken down, and erected a new one, which is in the Centre of the Church. 


As to the time when the Chapter Houſe was built, nothing can be determined with certainty. 


Mr. Drake ſays, that it is as old as the Church itſelf, but the Style of Architecture ſhews that 
it is of a much later Date. 


The Patronage that I have already received will ſtimulate me in the execution of the preſent 


Work, and the Public may be aſlured that the future Numbers will not be inferior to the one 
now preſented. 


JOSEPH HALFPENNY. 


York, March 2, 1795. 
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PLATE 1. 


TWO CAPITALS in the Chapter-houſe. Theſe are in depth eight inches, and including 


the ſuſpended capitals, are in number two hundred and eighty-four, each different in de- 
ſign. They are executed in ſtone : The foliage of all has been gilded ; and the figures, 
heads, and animals have been painted in their proper colours, 


PLATE 2. 


FOUR BOSSES in the paſſage to the Chapter-houſe. Theſe are nine inches in diameter, with 


a projection of four inches in the centre; they are near ten feet from the floor, and are in 
number twenty-two, of various deſigns ; they are cut in ſtone, and have been gilded. 


PLATE z. 


TWO HEADS in the Chapter-houſe. Theſe are in depth about four inches, and are ex- 


ecuted in ſtone; originally they were in number one hundred and eighty-fix. The faces and 
drapery have been painted in their proper colours, and the ornaments gilded, Several of 


them are totally deſtroyed by time, and many have evidently been replaced by inferior 
artiſts, | 


PLATE 4. 


TWO CAPITALS in the Choir End of the Church. Theſe are one foot four inches in 


depth, and twenty-eight feet ſix inches from the floor. —The pillars are compoſed of 
twelve cylinders with hollow ſpaces : The cylinders are twenty-five feet in length: Four 
of them are one foot five inches in diameter, four are ten inches in diameter, and the re- 
maining four are ſeven inches and three quarters in diameter. The pillars are fixteen in 
number, with four ſemi-pillars. From their capitals ſpring the Arches to the fide Ailes. 


PLATE 5. 


FOUR KNOTS in the ceiling of the Choir End of the Church. Including the Tranſept near 


the Altar, there are in the Ribs, or Groins, two hundred and ninety-nine knots, from two 
feet to two feet ſix inches in length. Thoſe in the centre are ninety-nine feet from the 
floor and are all cut in oak, except thoſe over the crowns of the windows which are in 
ſtone. The foliage of all has originally been gilded, and the figures and heads painted 
in their proper colours. The principal Groins are in projection one foot one inch, and 


in breadth ten inches and a half. The ſmaller ones project eleven inches, and are ſeven 
inches in breadth. 


*,* In the next number will be given a compleat Stall, which will explain the Situation and 
Dimenſions of the reſpective parts of the Chapter-houſe, exhibited in this Work. 
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PLATE 6. 


A STALL in the Chapter-houſe, with all its parts compleat. Theſe Stalls are forty-four 
in number. The Seat is one foot nine inches in height from the floor. The Columns 
are of Petworth Marble, fix feet long and three inches and a half in diameter. The 
Plinth and Baſe, ſix inches. The Capitals are eight inches in height, and from them 
to the top of the Stall is four feet eight inches; the whole meaſuring thirteen feet eight 
inches from the ground. The Stall is three feet ſeven inches wide, meaſuring from the 
centers of the Columns. Originally there was a ſtep to the Stall, but the floor is now 
raiſed and made level with the ſtep. The whole of theſe Stalls, —_ the Columns, 
have been painted with rich colours, and there are evident marks of much gilding having 
been beſtowed upon them, ſo that when the Chapter-houſe was in the height of its deco- 
ration, its appearance mult have been magnificent in the extreme. 


PLATE 7. 
TWO SUSPENDED CAPITALS of a Stall in the Chapter-houſe, the fituation of which 
is ſhewn in Plate 6. They are in depth eight inches. 
PLATE 8. 
TWO HEADS belonging to a Stall in the Chapter-houſe, the ſituation of which is ſhewn 
in Plate 6. Conſult the explanation of Plate 3. 
PLATE g. 


TWO CAPITALS in the Choir End of the Church. They are in depth two feet fix 


inches, and are ſixty-two feet from the ground. They are fixteen in number, and from 
them ſpring the groinings of the middle roof. 


PLATE 10. 


9 KNOTS in the Choir End of the Church. Conſult the explanation of 
ate 5. 


PLATE II. 
TWO COLUMNS in a Chapel under the Altar. The Columns of this Chapel are fix 


in number, with ſix Semi-Columns, having different capitals and baſes. The capitals are 
one foot ſix inches in depth, the ſhafts three feet fix inches in length, and one foot fix 
inches in diameter. The baſes are ſix inches in depth, making the whole height of the 
column five feet ſix inches. In this plate one of the columns is drawn upon a larger ſcale 
than the other, that the minute ornaments of the capital may be the more diſtinctly ſeen. 
This Chapel has evidently been built with materials taken from ſome fabric much older 
than the preſent Cathedral, as on removing the pavement, the baſes of ſome of the columns 
are diſcovered to be inverted capitals, as repreſented in the largeſt column, The baſe of 
the other appears to have belonged to a column of Roman workmanſhip, as it 1s obviouſly 
a part of the Attic baſe, and too large for the ſhaft that ſtands upon it, 


PFLATIE 13. 


A GROUP of FIGURES in the north-eaſt Angle of the great Tower, adjoining the capitals 
from which ſpring the arches that ſupport the great Tower. This Group is in height 
from the pavement, ſixty feet, and is four feet fix inches in extent. 


PLATE 13. 


AN ARCH over the well in the Veſtry. Its width, within, is two feet ſix inches, and the 
riſe, from the ſpring to the top of the Arch within, is ſeven inches. The other repreſen- 
tation is a Conlole placed over the door of the entrance leading to the Veſtry. It is in 
height one foot three inches. 


PLATE 14. 


TWO CONSOLES placed on the columns at the eaſt end of the Church. They meaſure 
in height two feet four inches, and are nine feet from the floor. They are fix in num- 
ber, with Canopies over them, of which a repreſentation will be given in a future 
number, 


PLATE 15. 
FOUR KNOTS in the Ceiling of the Choir End of the Church. Conſult Plate 5. 


PLATE 16. 
TWO SUSPENDED CAPITALS in the Chapter-houſe, Conſult Plates 6. and 7. 
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PLATE 17. 


A CAPITAL in the north Aile. It is in depth one foot four inches, and is twenty-two feet 
from the floor. The Pillars in this Aile are compoſed of twenty-four cylinders ; four are 
nine inches in diameter, four are five inches and a half in diameter, eight are five inches in 
diameter, and eight are fix inches in diameter. Theſe laſt are of marble, and brought, as 
ſuppoſed, from Petworth, in Suſſex. The mouldings of the Capital above the foliage are 
of the ſame marble, and from them ſpring the Arches to the fide Ailes, 


PLATE 18. 
TWO CAPITALS in the Chapel under the Altar. Conſult Plate 11. 


PLATE 19. 


TWO HEADS over the coats of arms in the Spandrills to the Arches, in the north Tranſept, 
near the Altar. The ſhield is two feet wide at the top. In the Choir end of the Church, 
including the Tranſept, there are forty- eight of thoſe Heads, with a coat of arms under 
each, and it is probable that they are Portraits. 


PLATE 20. 
A CANOPY placed on the Columns at the eaſt end of the Church. It is in height two feet 


two inches, and in width two feet four inches. Theſe Canopies are fix in number, and 
are placed eight feet ten inches above the conſoles, as ſhewn in Plate 14. They are cut 
out of one ſolid ſtone. 


PLATE 21. 


TWO KNOTS in the Ceiling of the weſt end of the Church. They are placed againſt the 
wall, as a Bracket or Corbel, for the ſmall Ribs or Groins to ſpring from. In the Nave 
are one hundred and forty-ſeven Knots of various dimenfions, from three feet three inches 
to one foot fix inches long. The largeſt conſiſt of Hiſtorical Subjects, taken from the 
New Teſtament. The others are compoſed of foliage and figures. All of them are cut 
in oak, and originally have been painted and gilded, in the ſame manner as the Knots in 
the Choir end of the Church. Specimens of the Hiſtorical Subjects, and foliage, will be 
given in the ſubſequent Numbers. 


— — —U—üÜU— — 


PLATE 22. 
TWO CAPITALS in the Nave of the Church. They are in depth one foot two inches, 


and twenty-ſix feet from the floor. The Pillars in the Nave are fourteen in number, with 
four ſemi-pillars; twelve of them are compoſed of twelve cylinders with flat ſpaces, of 
ſeven inches, between them. Four of the cylinders are one foot four inches and a half in 
diameter, four are nine inches in diameter, and four ſeven inches in diameter. The other 
two Pillars, at the weſt end, have each an addition of four cylinders, to give a greater 


ſtrength to ſupport the two weſt Towers, From theſe Capitals ſpring the arches to the 
fide Alles, 


PLATE 23. 


TWO PINNACLES in the fide Ailes of the Nave. They are in height one foot eleven 
inches, and from the floor to the top, twelve feet. —The Pilaſters on which they are placed 
are four inches and a half wide below the heads. In the fide Ailes of the weſt end of the 
Church, there are eighty-eight of thoſe Pinnacles or Spiracles, and thirty-fix that are ſemi, 
each having ſome variation in the deſign. But from the extreme delicacy and minuteneſs 
of the parts, time has ſo preyed upon them that very few are perfect. 


PLATE 24. 
TWO HEADS over a Stall in the Chapter- houſe. Conſult the explanation of Plate 3. 


PLATE 25. 
TWO FINIALS, with the Crockets to the Pediments, in the fide Ailes of the Nave of the 


Church. The Finials are in height one foot; and are twelve feet from the floor to the 
top. In the fide Ailes, and weſt end of the Church, there are eighty-eight Pediments, 


each having ſome variation in the ornamental parts, and between them are placed, on a 
Plaſter, a Pinnacle, as ſhewn in Plate 23. 


PLATE 26. 
TWO KNOTS in the Ceiling of the Nave, or weſt end of the Church. The one which 


repreſents the Annunciation, is in length three feet, and in breadth two feet fix inches. 
The letters on the label are nearly defaced, but what remains is given in the Plate. The 


other, repreſenting the adoration of the Magi, is in length three feet three inches, and in 
breadth three feet one inch. Conſult the explanation of Plate 21. 
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PLATE 27. 


A COMPARTMENT, of which there are eighty-eight in the fide Ailes of the Nave and 


weſt end of the Church. They are four feet in width, from the Centre of the Pilaſters, 
and twelve feet in height, from the floor to the top of the Finals. 


Plates 23. and 25. ſhew the Pinnacles and Finials on a larger ſcale, 


PLATE 28. 
A CAPITAL in the north Aile. Conſult Plate 17. 


TWO CAPITALS in the Nave of the Church, Conſult Plate 22. 


PLATE zo. 


TWO FIGURES in the ſouth-eaſt angle of the great Tower, anſwering to the Group 
in Plate 12. 


PLATE zi. 
TWO CONSOLES in the Veſtry. They are two feet in length, and ten inches in 
projection. 
PLATE 32. 


FOUR KNOTS in the Ceiling of the Roof of the Nave of the Church. Conſult 
Plate 21. 


PLATE zz. 


A CAPITAL of a Semi-Pillar in the South Aile of the Nave of the Church. It is in depth, 
one foot two inches, and twenty-ſix feet from the floor. The Semi-Pillars in the South 
and North Ailes of the Nave are fourteen in Number, from which ſpring the Ribs, or 
Groinings, of the Side Ailes of the Nave. Of theſe, twelve are compoſed of three Cylin- 
ders, with a flat ſpace between them. The centre Cylinder is nine inches in diameter, 
the others are ſix inches in diameter. The two other Semi-Pillars have each five Cylinders 


with flat ſpaces between them, They correſpond with the great Pillars that ſupport the 
Welt Towers. 


PLATE 34. 


ANOTHER CAPITAL of a Semi-Pillar in the South Aile of the Nave of the Church. 
Conſult Plate 33. 


PLATE 35. 


THREE NICHES in the Tympan of the Pediment of the Weſt Door, with the Weather 
Mouldings and Crockets. The centre Nich is five feet ſix inches in height, and two feet 


in width. The other two Niches are three feet in height, and one foot one inch 
in width, 


PLATE 436. 


A PEDIMENT to one of the Compartments in the fide of each window in the North Aile 
of the Nave. It is in height, from the bottom of the Ornaments to the top of the Finial, 
eight feet three inches; in width, from the centre of the Pilaſters, three feet ten inches; and 
from the floor to the top, thirty-four feet. In the North and South Ailes of the Nave there 
are twenty-eight Compartments, and as many Pediments having different Devices. 


PLATE 37. 


TWO FINIALS of Pediments in the South Aile of the Nave of the Church, but different 


from the one repreſented in Plate 36. They are in height one foot eight inches, and in 
width, one foot at the greateſt projection. 
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PLATE 38. 
A CAPITAL in the Nave of the Church. It is in depth one foot two inches; the centre cy- 


linder is one foot five inches in diameter; the other two are ſeven inches in diameter. 
They are part of the Pillars which ſeparate the Nave from the fide Ailes, (ſee Plate 22.) 
but are continued to the height of ſixty-two feet, and from their Capitals ſpring the 
Groinings to the roof of the Nave. Theſe Capitals are fourteen in number, and in general 
are compoſed of a double row of leaves. The figures in this Plate are fo artfully grouped, 
that, when viewed from the ground, they put on the appearance of rich foliage. 


PLATE 39. 


A PEDESTAL and CANOPY, placed on the middle Jamb of the great Door at the Weſt 
End of the Church. The Pedeſtal is ten inches in breadth, and in height ſeven feet two 
inches. From the top of the Pedeſtal to the Canopy is three feet three inches, and the 
Canopy is four feet four inches in height. Having from their ſituation been much de- 
faced, I have, with great circumſpection, added a Finial, with ſome ſmall parts from the 
ſame part of the Church. 


PLATE 40. 


A CAPITAL and HEAD to the Pillars, which ſeparate the Nave from the fide Ailes. The 


Heads are thirty-two in number, of which twenty-ſix are as large as life. The other 
fix are much ſmaller. 


PLATE 41. 


A CROCKET to the Pediment of the great Weſt Door, with part of the mouldings of the 
Arch. This is in length one foot eight inches, and is taken from the lower part of the 
Pediment, being different from the upper Crockets. 


PLATE 42. 


TWO FINIALS with their Crockets, in the Compartments at the Weſt End of the Church. 
Thoſe Compartments will be given in Plate 43. 


PLATE 43. 
TWO COMPARTMENTS at the Weſt End of the Nave of the Church. They are fix in 


number, each nineteen feet in height, and, from the centre of the Pilaſters, five feet in 
width. They are placed over Compartments, the ſame as the one repreſented in Plate 27. 


PLATE 44. 


TWO CAPITALS to the centre Mullions of the Compartments, repreſented in Plate 43. 
They are ſeven inches in height, and five inches in diameter, 


PLATE 45. 
TWO CONSOLES placed at the bottom of the Compartments, repreſented in Plate 43. 
They ate one foot long and ſeven inches deep, with a projection of nine inches. 


PLATE 46. 


A COMPARTMENT in the ſpandrill of the Arch to the Door of the South Aile at the 
Weſt End of the Church. In the ſpandrills to the Arches of the Doors, in the two Side 
Ailes are four of theſe Compartments in Alto Relievo, nearly two feet ſquare, repreſenting 


different conteſts. Three of them are much defaced. 
PLATE 47. 


A CAPITAL and HEAD to the Pillars which ſeparate the Nave from the Side Ailes. 
Conſult Plate 40. 


PLATE 48. 


FOLIAGE in the Capitals of the Pillars to the Nave. Thoſe Capitals have a great variety in 
the deſign; and no one Capital has the ſame Foliage continued around, 
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PLATE 49. | 
A DOOR on the fide of the North Aile of the Nave of the Church. The opening of this 


Door is eight feet high and four feet ſeven inches wide. It is evidently an alteration 
made after the finiſhing of that part of the Church, and by the Arms of France, which is 
Fleurs de Lis ſeme, muſt have been done prior to Henry 5th, as the Arms of France 
were then changed to three Fleurs de Lis. — Over the centre Figure there remains part 
of a rich Canopy, nearly the ſame as the one repreſented in Plate 39, which together with 
the Figures repreſented in this Plate, bears the ſavage marks of Fanaticiſm, 


PLATE 50. 
A CAPITAL in the Nave of the Church, from whence ſpring the Groinings of the Roof. 
Conſult Plate 38. 


PLATE 51. 
FOLIAGE in the Capitals to the Pillars, that ſeparate the Nave and the fide Ailes. 


PLATE pa. 
TWO HEADS in the Chapter Houſe. Conſult Plate 3. 


PLATE 53. 
TWO KNOTS in the Ceiling of the Nave. Conſult Plate 21. 


The Hiſtoric ſubjects in the Ceiling of the Nave, are; The Annunciation, The Nativity, 
The Adoration of the Magi, The Reſurrection, The Aſcenſion, The Deſcent of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and the two repreſented in this Plate, viz. The Aſſumption, and the Coronation of 
the Virgin Mary. 
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PLATE 54. 


THREE STALLS in the Choir. Theſe Stalls are ſixty- ſix in number. They are twenty-one 
feet in height, and two feet five inches in width. The ſeat of each turns up, the under 
part of which is enriched with ſome device cut in Alto Relievo. The centre Stall repre- 
ſents the ſeat turned up. The whole of theſe Stalls are executed in Oak, but the ſuſpended 
Ornaments, or Capitals to the Canopy of the Seat, are all broken off, 


PLATE 55s. 


A CAPITAL to a Semi Pillar in the Weſt Aile of the North Tranſept, from whence ſpring 


the Groins to the Roof. This Capital is in depth one foot three inches, with a projection 
of eight inches. 


PLATE 56. 
TWO HEADS on the Pillars in the Nave of the Church. Conſult Plate 40. 


PLATE 57. 


A BRACKET in the Weſt fide Aile of the North Tranſept. It is in depth two feet three 


inches, and in projection one foot four inches. In this Tranſept, with its ſide Ailes, are 
ten of theſe Brackets, of different ſizes and foliage. 


PLATE 58. 


A FINIAL to the end of one of the Seats in the Choir, It is one foot one inch in height, 
and nine inches in breadth, at the greateſt projection. There are ſixteen of theſe Finials 


to the firſt Seats before the Stalls, and originally there have been thirty-two, of a ſmaller 
dimenſion, to the Seats below, all of which are executed in Oak. 
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PLATE $59. 


A part of the SCREEN which ſeparates the Service-Choir from the Nave of the Church, 
The Screen is in length fifty-one feet fix inches, and in height twenty-three feet ſix inches. 
Through it is the entrance into the Choir, on the North Side of which are ſeven Niches, 
and on the South Side eight Niches, containing the Statues of the Kings of England, from 
the Conqueſt to King Henry 6th, “ in whoſe reign (it ſeems) this work was finiſhed.” 
Mr. Torr's M. 8. 


Mr. Drake in his Eboracum, page 521, ſays, * The image of this laſt Monarch was 
certainly taken down in compliment to his enemy and ſucceſſor Edward 4, by the 
Archbiſhop's orders then in being. The cell remained empty till the reign of King 
James 1, at whoſe firſt coming to this City the Dean and Chapter thought fit to fill 
up the vacancy with his figure.” 


The three Statues repreſented in this Plate, are William the Conqueror, William Ru- 
fus, and Henry 1. 


PLATE G60. 
A CANOPY, more at large, over the Statues repreſented in Plate 5g. The Pedeſtal to the 


ſame will be given in the next Number. 


PLATE - 6t. 
A CAPITAL to a Semi Pillar in the Eaſt Aile of the North Tranſept. Conſult Plate 55. 


PLATE 62. 
A CAPITAL in the North Aile to the Choir. Conſult Plate 4. 


PLATE 63. 
FOLIAGE to the CAPITALS in the North Tranſept. Conſult Plate 17. 
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PLATE 64. 


THE ENTRANCE through the Screen into the Service-Choir, This Entrance, from the 
floor to the top of the finial, is twenty-three feet ſix inches, and in width fourteen feet ſix 


inches. Originally it had folding Doors made of Oak, and of good workmanſhip, but 


they were removed, to place therein the preſent Iron Gates, being the gift of Mrs. Mary 
Wandesford, in the time of Dean Finch, | 


PLATE 68. 
THE PEDIMENT of the above Entrance more at large: 


PLATE 66. 


A PEDESTAL in the Screen to the Service-Choir. Theſe Pedeſtals, on which are placed 
the Statues of the Kings, are in height fix feet, and in width three feet. The Cap of each 
is enriched with a variety of Foliage, Animals, and Figures, of a convex form, upon a 
concave ground. In the pannels of the Pinacles over the Heads, have been ſmall whole- 
length Figures, not above one inch and half high. But it is to be lamented, that from 
the extreme delicacy of the whole, and being executed in Stone, this part of the Screen 
has loſt the greateſt part of its original beauty. 


PLATE 67. 


A BRACKET in the North Tranſept, with the baſe of the Cylinders reſting upon it. The 
Bracket is in height two feet, and in the greateſt diameter one foot four inches. 


PLATE 68. 


UPPER WINDOWS in the South Tranſept, with the Cornice from whence ſpring the 


pg to the Roof, The Windows are in height fix feet, and in width one foot ten 
inches, 


PLATE 69. 


TWO SEATS to the Stalls in the Choir. They are in length two feet two inches, and in 
breadth ne foot one inch. Theſe Seats, with a double row of Seats before them, are all 
cut in Oak, and when turned up exhibit different devices of Figures, Animals, and Foliage, 


PLATE 50. 


A WINDOW in the Chapter-Houſe, with the Buttreſſes, taken externally. The Window; 
from the line of the glaſs, is in width ſeventeen feet. Fram the ſole to the top of the 
capitals of the mullions, twenty-four feet ſeven inches; uud from the capitals to the 
point of the arch, twenty-three feet fix inches. The Chapter<Houſe is an oftagon, (one 
fide of which, to the parapet, is repreſented in this Plate) and has evidently been a detached 
building from the Church. The connecting paſſage having blocked up the window over 
the entrance into the Chapter-Houſe, is 4 great diſadvantage to the beauty of this 
elegant Building; 


PLATE 71. 
THE CORNICE to the Chapter-Houſe, more at large. It is in depth one foot ten inches, 
and in projection one foot, Conſult Plate 70, 


PLATE 72. 


TWO BRACKETS in the North Tranſept. They are in height one foot eight inches; 
in width, at the greateſt diameter, one foot four inches, with a projection of one foot four 
inches, Conſult Plates 57 and 67. 


PLATE 573. 


A CAPITAL more at large, repreſented in Plate 68. This Capital is in depth one foot 
three inches, and in projection ſeven inches. 


PLATE 74. 


A COMPARTMENT in the Weſt Aile to the North Tranſept, in which is an arched receſs 
for a Piſcina, an Altar having originally been in this place. Theſe Compartments in the 
North Tranſept and its fide Ailes, are in number thirty-ſeven; they ate in width from the 
centre of the Cylanders, four feet ten inches, and in height, com the floor to the mould- 
ing above, twelve feet. The Cylanders in this Plate are fþ»+te> than the reſt of theſe 
Compartments, from the ſeat being raiſed one foot four inch higher, 
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PLATE 75. 


AN UPPER WINDOW at the Eaſt End of the Church, taken externally. The Window 
from the line of the glaſs, is in width fourteen feet nine inches, and from the ſole to the 
point of the Arch twenty-nine feet, There are fix of theſe Windows, divided by mullions 
into five lights, and are again divided by mullions, and a tranſom projecting two feet from 
the glaſs, into fix lights. To ſtrengthen the mullions of the window, four ſtays, orna- 
mented-at the ends; reſt on the 3 There are two other Windows adjoining theſe, 
of a leſs width but of the ſame height. Theſe eight Windows differ from all the others 
in the Church; by having the projecting mullions on the outfide, which do not corteſpond 
with the mullions of the Window. For the Eaſt Window, in order to add ſtrength t6 
mullions of ſo gteat a length, has correſponding mullions, with ſtays, projecting thtee feet 
clear from the glaſs, which admits two galleries to croſs the Window, yet when viewed 
from the body of the Church, they appear to be fingle mullions. 


PLATE 56. 


THE CORNICE above the Window, repreſented in Plate 75, more at large. This Cornics 
is in depth two feet, and in projection one foot three inches. Below is the front and pro- 
file of the end of a ſtay reſting on the tranſom in the ſame Window, 


PLATE 55. 
THE SOUTH DOOR, taken externally. This Folding-Door is in width eight feet tlires 
inches, in height ſixteen feet fix inches, and in thickneſs fix inches. It appears by the 


deſign to have been executed at a later period than the time of building this part of the 


Church. The inſide of this Door has of late years been renewed, and is evidently Mo- 
dern Gothic, 


PLATE 58. 


ARCHES on the Weſt Side of the South Tranſept. From the centres of the outermoſt cylin= 
ders the width is twenty-five feet, and the height between the Aſtragal at top and bottom, 
twenty-two feet. The outer Arch is a ſemi-circle, and the opening of the lefler Arches 
originally ſhewed the timber of the roof, but in the preſent repairs of the Church the Dean 
and Chapter have removed that unpleaſant appearance, by a partition receſſed, 


PLATE 79. 


TWO BOSSES in the ſpandrils to the Arches, repreſented in Plate 78. Theſe Boſſes are 


of different dimenſions, being in diameter from one foot five inches, to one foot, with a 
projection of five inches, 
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PLATE 80. 


THE WEST DOOR, taken externally. From the ground to the moulding eroſſing at top, 
it is thirty-three feet in height; and from the outſide of the two extreme Pilaſters twenty- 
four feet in width. The opening of each of the Doors is ſixteen feet in height, and ſix 
feet one inch in width. In the centre mouldings of the Arch, are ſixteen Niches with 
figures, and a canopy over them, (one of which is repreſented more at large in Plate 81.) 
and by the figures which now remain, there ſeems to be an alluſion to the Fall of Man, in 
Adam and Eve. On one ſide of the Pediment, in a Niche is the Statue of Robert le Va- 
vaſour, holding in his hands an unhewn ſtone, with his Coat of Arms adjoining. On the 
other fide is the Statue of Robert de Percy, holding in his hand a repreſentation of a piece 
of wrought wood, with his Coat of Arms adjoining. Hiſtory informs us that theſe two 
Perſons gave the Stone and Timber for the building of the Church. In the centre Niche 
of the Pediment is part of a figure which, Mr. Drake ſays, was the figure of Archbiſhop 
William de Melton, the principal founder of this part of the Church.—1 have been in- 
duced to repreſent this elegant ſpecimen of Gothic Ornament, as almoſt perfect, notwith- 
ſtanding time has greatly preyed upon it; however, ſufficient of the mouldings remain to 
aſcertain the Deſign. The Angels over the Coats of Arms, with part of the ornaments 
in the Tympan of the Pediment being much injured by weather, they are reſtored from 


ſimilar ones of the inſide of the ſame entrance. The Doors are modern, having of late 
years been renewed. 


FLATE $1. 


MOULDINGS in the Arch to the Weſt Door. Theſe Mouldings, taken with a ſtretched 
line, are in girth one foot fix inches. The figures in the Niche are ten inches in height. 


PLATE 82. 


A WINDOW in the fide Ailes of the Choir, at the Eaſt End of the Church, taken externally, 
Theſe Windows, taken from the Glaſs line, are twelve feet fix inches in width; from the 
ſole to the top of the capitals, nineteen feet ſix inches in height; and from thence to the 


point of the arch, fourteen feet fix inches. Theſe Windows are fourteen in number, of 
which two have only two lights. 


PLATE 83. 


THE CORNICE over the Window in Plate 82. This Cornice is in depth two feet, and in 


8 one foot two inches. The upper part is the Faſcia of the Parapet in the ſame 
ate. | 


PLATE 84. 


THE PEDIMENT between the two Towers at the Weſt End of the Church, with the 
Pediment to the Weſt Window. The former is fifty feet in width at the baſe, and from 
thence to the point of the weather mouldings, twenty feet in height, 
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PLATE 8s. 


A CIRCULAR WINDOW above the South entrance into the Church, taken externally. 
This Window, taken from the outermoſt circle, is in diameter twenty-four feet ſix inches, 
The triangular Window above the ſame is to give light into the Roof. 


PLATE 86. 
A BRACKET in the South Tranſept. This Bracket is in height three feet ſeven inches; the 


diameter at the top is two feet four inches, and at the bottom fix inches, with a projection 
of one foot four inches. In this Tranſept there are four Brackets of this ſize, with ſeveral 


of a ſmaller dimenſion in the fide Ailes to the ſame, but they are all compoſed of the 
ſame ornament, 


PLATE 87. 


A GROUP of ſeven Figures on a Buttreſs at the Weſt End of the Church. The Figures 


are ſix feet high, and ſeventy-ſix feet fix inches from the ground. There are two of 
theſe Groups, one on each fide of the Weſt Window. 


PLATE 88. 
MOULDINGS in the Arch to the Weſt Door. Conſult Plate 80. 


PLATE 89. 


TWO NICHES with PEDESTALS on each fide of the Iron Gates to the fide Ailes of the 


Choir. The whole is in height ten feet, and in width, from the centres of the Pilaſters, 
one foot eight inches. 


PLATE po. 
TWO SPOUTS to the roof of the north fide Aile of the Nave of the Church. Theſe Spouts 


are in projection three feet eight inches. There are a great number of theſe Spouts, with 
ſimilar projecting ornaments at the angles of the Buttreſſes. Almoſt all of them are 
obliterated by time, yet each ſeems to have been of a different deſign. 
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PLATE 91. 


A WINDOW in the Nave, or Weſt End of the Church, with part of a Window in the fide 

Aile of the Nave, both taken externally. The upper Window, taken from the line of the 

laſs, is in width fifteen feet four inches, in height from the ſole to the capitals twelve 

feet four inches, and from thence to the point of the arch fourteen feet. The lower 

Window, taken in the ſame manner, is in width ten feet ſix inches, in height from the ſole 

to the capitals twenty-one feet three inches, and from thence to the point of the arch 

eight feet ſeven inches, and projects before the upper Window about twenty-two feet. 
Theſe Windows are in number twenty-eight, there being fourteen of each. 


PLATE gg. 


TWO CORNICES. The upper Cornice over the Windows in Plate 91. It is in depth 


one foot eight inches, with a projection of ten inches. The other Cornice is taken from 
the North Tranſept, and is nearly of the ſame ſize as the other. 


PLATE 93. 


TWO NICHES on the outſide of the Weſt End of the Church. Theſe Niches from the 


ground to the moulding at the top, are in height ſeventeen feet, and in width from the 
centres of the Pilaſters, three feet fix inches. They are forty-eight in number. 


PLATE 9g4. 
TWO SPOUTS at the north fide of the Eaſt End of the Church. Conſult Plate go. 


PLATE gs. 
FOUR COMPARTMENTS in the Ceiling of the Chapter-Houſe. The Compartments, in 


which there is the repreſentation of a human figure, are in length twenty-three feet, and 
in width at the top four feet fix inches. The other Compartments, with birds and circular 
devices, are in length thirteen feet fix inches, and in width at the bottom four feet ſix 
inches. In this Ceiling, formed by the Ribs or Groins, are ſixty- four Compartments, of 
which number thirty-two contain each a human figure twelve feet in height, with a plain 
border. The others are ornamented with birds and circular devices. Theſe are varied, 
each having a different ornamented border. Three of theſe borders will be coloured, and 
given on a larger ſcale, in Plate 96. As the colouring of theſe Paintings could not be 
expreſſed in words, I have endeavoured faithfully to colour them from the originals. It 
muſt be remarked, that what I have made Yellow, is Gold in the original. Theſe Paint- 
ings are on wood, and ſeem to have been done in alla 7empore with a coat of varniſh over it. 


Hiſtory informs us, that the Arts and Sciences were introduced into this Iſland in the 
ſeventh century, and that in the tenth century, in the reign of King Edgar, Painting was then 
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held neceſſary to the accompliſhment of a refined education: Yet Mr. Horace Walpole, in his 
Anecdotes of Painting, ſays, that the earlieſt account on record, he could meet with, is dated 
1233, in which King Henry III. orders the Sheriff of Southampton to have the King's Cham- 


ber at the Caſtle of Wincheſter painted with the ſame Hiſtories and Pictures with which it 
was firſt painted, 


On comparing the Chapter-Houſe with the Cathedral, it will be found that the ſtyle of the 
Windows, Buttreſſes, Foliage, Heads, and the ſingular introduction of Groteſque Figures on 
the parapet of the former, are very ſimilar to the ſame parts in the Nave, or Weſt End of the 
Church, founded in 1291, and that ſome of theſe peculiarities ate not to be found in that part 
of the Church which was built either prior or ſubſequent to the Weſt End. it therefore 
ſeems reaſonable to fix the building of the Chaptet-Houſe at or about 1291 ; and if it is 
admitted that the Paintings in the Ceiling are coeval with the Building, this ſpecimen of the 


Art of Painting may be claſſed with the oldeſt that we have in the Kingdom. 


From the ſcaffolding erected for the purpoſe of repairing the inſide of the Chaptetr- Houſe, 
I had an opportunity of making a more faithful drawing of the Paintings, than could have 
been done from the ground, the whole being much impaired by time, However, there were 
ſuthcient remains to aſcertain the deſign of the whole. 


I am ſorry to add, that on examination of the Ceiling» it was found in ſuch a ſtate of decay 


as to make it neceſſary to take down the whole; conſequently, this ancient and venerable piece 
of Art is now no tnore, 
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PLATE 96. 


THREE BORDERS to the Compartments repreſented in Plate 95, on a larger ſcale, 
Theſe Borders are in breadth ſeven inches. 


PLATE 97. 


THE EAST WINDOW taken externally, a little below the capitals. This Window, taken 
from the line of the glaſs, is in width thirty feet nine inches; in height, from the ſole to 
the capitals, forty- ſix feet; and from thence to the point of the arch, thirty feet nine 
inches. The larger Mullions are one foot in diameter, and project from the glaſs eight 
inches; the leſſer are fix inches in diameter, and project fix inches. The glaſs of this 
Window, from the ſole to the capitals, is divided by iron bars into one hundred and 
forty-four compartments, the greateſt part of which have each a different hiſtoric ſubject, 
chiefly that of the Bible, but at preſent very difficult to comprehend. 


PLATE 98. 


THE WEST WINDOW taken externally, alittle below the capitals. This Window, taken 
from the line of the glaſs, is in width twenty-five feet; in height, from the ſole to the 
capitals, twenty-nine feet; and from thence to the point of the arch, twenty-five feet. 
The larger Mullions are in diameter eleven inches, and project from the glaſs eight inches; 


the leſſer are in diameter eight inches, and project ſix inches. 
PLATE qq. 
A CAPITAL in the Weſt Aile of the North Tranſept. This Capital is in depth one foot 
three inches, with a projection of eight inches. 
PLATE 100. 
A WINDOW in the North Tranſept, taken externally. This Window, taken from the 


line of the glaſs, is in width four feet two inches; in height, from the ſole to the capitals, 
fifteen feet ſeven inches; and from thence to the point of the arch, four feet two inches, 
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PLATE 101. 
TWO CAPITALS in the Choir End of the Church. Conſult Plate g. 


PLATE 102. 


AN INSIDE VIEW of the Chapter-Houſe. The Plates taken from the Chapter-Houſe 
and the Paſſage to it, are, Two Capitals, Plate 1. Four Boſſes, Plate 2. Two Heads, 
Plate 3. A Stall, Plate 6. Two ſuſpended Capitals, Plate 7. Two Heads, Plate 8, 
Two ſuſpended Capitals, Plate 16. Two Heads, Plate 26. A Window with the But- 
treſſes, Plate 70. The Cornice, Plate oy Four Compartments, Plate 95. And Three 
Borders, Plate 96.—On comparing theſe Ornaments with the Ornaments in the Nave or 
Weſt End of the Church, the defign and manner of executing them will be found very 
much in the ſame Style. 


PLATE 1043. 


A VIEW from the North Tranſept, or Aile, of the Church. The Plates taken from the North 
Tranſept, are, A Capital, Plate 17. A Capital, Plate 28. A Bracket, Plate 57. A 
Capital, Plate 61. Foliage, Plate 63. A Bracket, Plate 67. Two Brackets, Plate 72. A 
Compartment, Plate 74. A Cornice, Plate 92. A Capital, Plate 99. And a Window, 
Plate 100. 


The Plates taken from the South Tranſept, or Aile, are, Upper Windows, Plate 68. A 
Capital, Plate 73. The South Door, Plate 775. Arches, Plate 78. Two Boſſes, Plate 79. 
A Circular Window, Plate 85. And a Bracket, Plate 86. 


The South Tranſept was built A. D. 1227. 

In this part of the Church the ornamental parts have very little variety, as the Capitals, 
Brackets, &c. are formed of the ſame kind of ſcroll leaf. The mouldings are enriched with 
Zigzag, and the few attempts to repreſent a human Head are executed in a very mean Style. 
The Knots in the Ceiling have ſomewhat more variety, but are very rude in the delign and 
execution, 


The North Tranſept was built A. D. 1268. 
This Tranſept is, in general parts, much the ſame as the South Tranſept, but in the Capi- 
tals and Brackets, there is a greater variety of Foliage The Arches to the Compartments are 
of a different form, as may be ſeen in the Plates. 


PLATE 104. 


A VIEW from the Nave, or Weſt End of the Church. The Plates taken from the Nave and 
Welt End, are, Two Knots, Plate 21. Two Capitals, Plate 22. Two Pinnacles, Plate 
23. Two Finials, Plate 25. Two Knots, Plate 26. A Compartment, Plate 27. Two 
Capitals, Plate 29. Four Knots, Plate 32. A Capital, Plate 33. A Capital, Plate 34. 
Three Niches, Plate 35. A Pediment, Plate 36. Two Finials, Plate 37. A Capital, 
Plate 38. A Pedeſtal and Canopy, Plate 39. A Capital and Head, Plate 40. A Crocket, 
Plate 41. Two Finials, Plate 42. Two Compartments, Plate 43. Two Capitals, Plate 
44. Two Conſoles, Plate 45. A Compartment, Plate 46. A Capital and Head, Plate 
47. Foliage, Plate 48. A Door, Plate 49. A Capital, Plate 50. Foliage, Plate 51. 
Two Knots, Plate 53. Two Heads, Plate 56. The Weſt Door, Plate 80. Mouldings, 
Plate 81. A Window, Plate 82. A Cornice, Plate 83. A Pediment, Plate 84. A 
Group of Figures, Plate 87. Mouldings, Plate 88. Two Spouts, Plate go. A Window, 
Plate 91. ACornice, Plate 92, Two Niches, Plate 93. And the Weſt Window, Plate 98. 


2 
The Nave or Weſt End was built A. D. 1291. : 

In this part of the Church, there commences a Style very different from that of the 
South and North Tranſepts. The Windows are divided by Mullions, which terminate 
in a variety of Tracery. The Compartments are alſo divided by a Mullion terminating in 
Tracery. The Pediment is introduced over each Compartment and Window, and is orna- 
mented with Crockets and a Finial, which, with the Capitals to the Pillars, difplay a wonder- 
ful variety of Foliage, with many Groteſque and Satyrical repreſentations. The Pinnacles 
are introduced in many places, both internal and external, and are ornamented with Crockets 
and Finials. The Knots in the Ceiling of the Roof have each a different deſign, and are 
extremely well executed in the Foliage ; but the Figures in the Hiſtorical Subjects are much 
inferior, Many of the Heads introduced by the Capitals are, like thoſe in the Chapter- Houſe, 
extremely well executed, with a great deal of Character and Nature. The great number of 
Figures introduced in various parts, many of which are the ſize of nature, are much after the 
Style of the Antique, in the Attitudes of the Figures and diſpoſition of the Draperies, ſo that 
it is manifeſt the Artiſts were acquainted with the celebrated works of Antiquity, and per- 
fetly underſtood the effect of light, and ſhade, and intricacy, in the deſigning of the orna- 
mental parts. It may be remarked that the Figures and Foliage executed in Stone, are much 
ſuperior to thoſe executed in Wood. And that in the number of Artiſts employed, of courſe, 
many parts are executed in a more maſterly manner than others. 


PLATE 105. 


A VIEW from the Choir of the Church. The Plates taken from the Choir and Eaſt End of 
the Church, are, Two Capitals, Plate 4. Four Knots, Plate 5. Two Capitals, Plate g. 
Four Knots, Plate 10. A Group of Figures, Plate 12. An Arch, Plate 13. Two Con- 
ſoles, Plate 14. Four Knots, Plate 15. Two Heads, Plate 19. A Canopy, Plate 20. 
Two Figures, Plate 30. Two Conſoles, Plate 31. Three Stalls, Plate 54. A Finial, 
Plate 58. A Part of the Screen, Plate 59. A Canopy, Plate 60. A Capital, Plate 62. 
The Entrance, Plate 64. A Pediment, Plate 65. A Pedeſtal, Plate 66. Two Seats, 
Plate 69. An upper Window, Plate 75. A Cornice, Plate 76. A Window, Plate 82, 
A Cornice, Plate 83. Two Niches, Plate 89. Two Spouts, Plate 94. The Eaſt 
Window, Plate 97. And Two Capitals, Plate 101. 


The Plates 11. and 18. are taken from the Crypt, or Chapel, under the Altar, as ſpecimens of 
the Saxon ſtyle of Ornaments. 


The Choir, or Eaſt End, was built A. D. 1361. 
This part of the Church is executed nearly in the ſame Style as the Weſt End, The 
greateſt variation is in the Windows. The Tracery of the Weſt Windows conſiſts of curved 
lines in general, and the Eaſt Windows of ſtraight lines. 


——— 


'THis selection compriſes One Hundred and Seventy-five different ſpecimens of Gothic 
Ornaments. To which is added four general Views, taken from the internal parts of the 
Church and Chapter-Houſe, which, I hope, will explain the fituation that the reſpective 
Ornaments have in the Church, and convey an idea of the different Style of deſign at the 


ſeveral Periods of Building. I flatter myſelf that it will convey a juſt Idea of the Magnificence 
of the whole, 
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The Hiſtory of Gothic Architecture, in this Kingdom, being now undertaken by Gentlemen 
perfectly qualified for the inveſtigation, the Public may hope, before long, to have its Prin- 
ciples as well underſtood as thoſe of the Grecian, This will reſtore Gothic Architecture to 


that eſtimation to which it has ſo juſt a title. 


I flatter myſelf that this Selection of Ornaments, now offered to the Public, may have its 
uſe, by conveying to Poſterity, though by no means fully, the merit of thoſe Artiſts who lived 
at a period when the Arts, in this Kingdom, were thought to be extremely low. 


Should this Work be ſo fortunate as to meet the approbation of the Public, it muſt be 
attributed to the liberality of the Subſcribers ; for without their Patronage, and the peculiarly 
kind aſſiſtance of ſome Individuals, I ſhould not have dared to offer to the Public a Work of 
the kind ; neither ſhould I have had power to execute it. 


With the higheſt reſpect, I therefore beg leave moſt humbly to return my grateful 
acknowledgments to all the Subſcribers, and to aſſure them that I ſhall ever remain, with the 
trueſt gratitude, 


Their much Obliged, 
and moſt Obedient, 


humble Servant, 


JOSEPH HALFPENNY. 


| York, 
April 19th, 1800. 


Geo, Pracocr, Painters, Yorc, 
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